Year 1 Long Term Literacy Plan
Year 1 Literacy Curriculum Rationale
Intent
The Year 1 Long Term Literacy Plan is designed to build a solid, foundational understanding of reading, writing, and spoken language as pupils transition into Key Stage 1. The curriculum is intended to:
Foster a love for reading and literature by exposing children to a variety of texts and genres, including traditional tales (Hansel and Gretl, Little Red), familiar settings (The Storm Whale, Hibernation Hotel), and a diverse range of poetry.
Make meaningful cross-curricular links, connecting literacy with Science (Lost and Found, How Flowers Grow), History (How to Catch a Star), and PSHE/Friendship themes (Pet Potato, Wanted - The Perfect Pet).
Develop accurate transcription and composition skills, ensuring that pupils can form letters correctly, spell high-frequency words, and compose sentences that make sense.
Implementation
The plan is delivered over six half-terms, with learning broken down into clear, progressive steps:
Writing Opportunities: Over the year, pupils write across a wide variety of genres, including non-chronological reports, basic instructions, diary entries, brochures, and various forms of poetry.
Composition & Handwriting: The curriculum emphasizes composing words and sentences orally before writing. Handwriting is practiced explicitly, covering proper pencil grip, letter direction, handwriting families, and forming digits from 0–9.
Editing & Review: Pupils are taught to re-read their work to check that sentences make sense, and they learn how to edit their captions and narratives.
Grammar & Punctuation: Pupils progress from basic sentence mechanics—such as finger spaces and using capital letters and full stops—to more advanced punctuation, including question marks, exclamation marks, and speech marks. Sentence structure is developed using colourful semantics and scrambled sentences to ensure that children understand how words fit together.






Phonics & Spelling: The plan is underpinned by the ELS Phonics Programme to develop phonetic and grapheme knowledge. It systematically introduces common exception words, plurals, and suffixes such as -ing and -ed.
1. Phase 5 Grapheme-Phoneme Correspondences (GPCs)
Throughout Year 1, children are taught alternative spellings for phonemes they already know. They learn how to choose the correct spelling depending on the word's context. 
Alternative Vowel Graphemes: For example, the /ai/ sound can be spelled as ai, ay, a-e, a, ey, ei, eigh. 
Alternative Consonant Graphemes: Learning different spellings for the /j/ sound (j, g, ge, dge) and /s/ sound (s, se, c, ce, sc).
2. Harder to Read and Spell Words (HRSW)
Also known as tricky or common exception words, these are words that do not follow regular phonetic patterns. In Year 1, ELS introduces children to HRSW that must be learned by sight. 
Examples of Year 1 HRSW include: the, he, she, me, we, be, was, you, they, all, are, said, have, like, some, come, there, little, one, do, ask, and friend.
3. Suffixes and Plurals
Pupils are taught to apply their spelling knowledge to root words by adding common suffixes and plural markers. ELS explicitly focuses on:
Plural Noun Markers: Adding -s and -es to words.
Verb Tense Endings: Adding suffixes where no root change is needed, such as -ing and -ed.
Comparative Suffixes: Introducing -er and -est.
Prefixes: Introducing the prefix un-.
4. Encoding (Segmenting to Spell)
ELS teaches children to encode by "segmenting" the word into its individual sounds: 
Robot Arms: Used to break down multi-syllable or complex words (e.g., s-t-r-e-e-t or f-l-a-t containing adjacent consonants).
Sound-talking: Writing nonsense words ("pseudo-words") to verify that children are applying their phonics skills rather than relying on their visual memory. 



	Half Term
	Reading/Text/Comp
	Writing
	Grammar
	Punctuation
	Oracy opportunities
	Writing Genre
	Spelling
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/please-log-in

	Transcription 
https://www.letterjoin.co.uk/


	Autumn 1
	
Lost and Found (Penguins-Science link)





















Pet Potato (friendship link)

Wanted- The Perfect Pet (Pets and Friendship PSHE link)
Pet Potato (Pets and Friendship PSHE link)

Know the difference between fiction and non-fiction 


Poetry Basket
	Composition
Compose words/ sentences orally before writing it down.

Sequence sentences.

Re-read writing, check and edit.

Writing about pictures


Handwriting
Sit correctly and hold a pencil correctly.

To begin to form letters in the correct direction.

Form capital letters
Form digits 0-9

Handwriting families





	
Sentence structure- scrambled sentences

Colourful semantics

Grammar Hammer


	
To correctly use capital letters and full stops.

Contracted forms

Finger spaces
	Throughout the year:
Pupils will  have regular opportunities to:
☐ Talk about what they are going to write
 ☐ Rehearse sentences orally before writing
 ☐ Say a sentence aloud and identify whether it makes sense
 ☐ Use talk to generate ideas and vocabulary
 ☐ Describe characters, settings and events orally
 ☐ Retell familiar stories in the correct sequence
 ☐ Use role play and drama to develop ideas
 ☐ Listen to and respond to the ideas of others
 ☐ Build sentences collaboratively with a partner
 ☐ Discuss new vocabulary and select appropriate words
 ☐ Explain what they have written
 ☐ Read their writing aloud clearly
 ☐ Listen to their writing and identify simple improvements
 ☐ Use appropriate intonation when reading their writing aloud.

	Narrative

Familiar Settings

Caption writing

Descriptive writing

Fact File






















Non-Chronological Report





Description
Letter to persuade 
	ELS Phonics Programme-
Phonetic/Grapheme Knowledge and HRSW
Common exception words

Transcription
Know the names of the letters in the alphabet
	Discrete teaching  of  our online handwriting Scheme - “Letter Join” (Module 2) 20 minutes daily, following the ELS phonics lesson 









	Autumn 2
	How to Catch a Star (History link)












Beegu









Poetry Basket
	Composition
Compose words/ sentences orally before writing it down.

Sequence sentences.

Re-read writing, check and edit.

Writing about pictures


Handwriting
Sit correctly and hold a pencil correctly.

To begin to form letters in the correct direction.

Form capital letters

Form digits 0-9

Handwriting families

	Sentence structure- scrambled sentences, colourful semantics.










	To correctly use capital letters and full stops.

Finger spaces

Questions marks and explanation marks. (ELS link)

Conjunctions and suffixes.
	
	Basic Instructions
Diary





















 Poems with repeated patterns



	ELS Phonics Programme-
Phonetic/Grapheme Knowledge and HRSW

‘ing’ and ‘ed’ endings. Plural endings.
	

	Spring 1
	Hansel and Gretl

Prince Cinders (Twisted Tale)





Little Red (Fairytale) 


Rapunzel (Fairytale)






	Composition
Compose words/ sentences orally before writing it down.

Sequence sentences.

Re-read writing, check and edit.

Writing about pictures


Handwriting
Sit correctly and hold a pencil correctly.

To begin to form letters in the correct direction.

Form capital letters

Form digits 0-9

Handwriting families

	Sentence structure- scrambled sentences, colourful semantics.



Re-read and check my sentences make sense. Editing.
	To correctly use capital letters and full stops.

Finger spaces

Questions marks and explanation marks. (ELS link)

Conjunctions and suffixes.

	
	
Traditional Tales









Familiar Settings


	ELS Phonics Programme-
Phonetic/Grapheme Knowledge and HRSW
	

	Spring 2
	Jolly Postman- Other People’s Letters (Variety of writing genres)

Usborne Beginners: Weather

Performance Poetry



	Composition
Compose words/ sentences orally before writing it down.

Sequence sentences.

Re-read writing, check and edit.

Writing about pictures


Handwriting
Sit correctly and hold a pencil correctly.

To begin to form letters in the correct direction.

Form capital letters

Form digits 0-9

Handwriting families

	Sentence structure- scrambled sentences, colourful semantics.

Re-read and check my sentences make sense. Editing.
	To correctly use capital letters and full stops.

Finger spaces

Questions marks and explanation marks. (ELS link)


Conjunctions and suffixes.

	
	Letter writing

Diary entry

Postcards

Brochure (Advertisement)


Performance Poetry
	ELS Phonics Programme-
Phonetic/Grapheme Knowledge and HRSW
	

	Summer 1
	The Storm Whale (Friendship)


Usborne Beginners: How Flowers Grow




	Composition
Compose words/ sentences orally before writing it down.

Sequence sentences.

Re-read writing, check and edit.

Writing about pictures


Handwriting
Sit correctly and hold a pencil correctly.

To begin to form letters in the correct direction.

Form capital letters

Form digits 0-9

Handwriting families

	Sentence structure- scrambled sentences, colourful semantics.

Re-read and check my sentences make sense. Editing.

Adjectives


	To correctly use capital letters and full stops.

Finger spaces

Questions marks and explanation marks. (ELS link)

Conjunctions and suffixes.

Speech marks (inverted commas) and speech bubbles and commas when reading (Discussion).

	
	Familiar settings- Narrative

Sentence Structure

Vocabulary

	ELS Phonics Programme-
Phonetic/Grapheme Knowledge and HRSW
	

	

Summer 2
	Hibernation Hotel

The Puffin Book of Fantastic First Poems

Usborne Beginners: Seasons
	Composition
Compose words/ sentences orally before writing it down.

Sequence sentences.

Re-read writing, check and edit.

Writing about pictures


Handwriting
Sit correctly and hold a pencil correctly.

To begin to form letters in the correct direction.

Form capital letters

Form digits 0-9

Handwriting families

	Sentence structure- scrambled sentences, colourful semantics.

Re-read and check my sentences make sense. Editing.

Adjectives
	To correctly use capital letters and full stops.

Finger spaces

Questions marks and explanation marks. (ELS link)

Conjunctions and suffixes.

	
	Familiar settings

Free Verse poetry

Visual poetry (Shape Poetry)
	ELS Phonics Programme-
Phonetic/Grapheme Knowledge and HRSW
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