Year 2 Literacy Planning

	 In Year 2, pupils build on their prior knowledge to become more confident, articulate, and independent writers. The writing curriculum develops key literacy skills in line with National Curriculum expectations, focusing on:
 
* Writing for a range of broad purposes, including narrative, non-fiction reports, letters, and poetry.
* Developing sentence structure through expanded noun phrases, subordination, coordination, and the four core sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations, and commands).
* Embedding Talk for Writing approaches—including oral rehearsal, story mapping, and drama—to help pupils internalise vocabulary and sequence ideas before writing.
* Using Colourful Semantics as an inclusive visual scaffold to support sentence construction, word class identification, and grammar logic for all learners.
* Utilizing Cold Tasks to assess prior knowledge and baseline gaps, and Hot Tasks to evaluate independent application of grammar, punctuation, and genre features.
* Leveraging high-quality Film units (such as 'Caterpillar Shoes') to reduce reading cognitive load, enrich vocabulary, and deepen inference skills.
* Celebrating inclusive representation and cultural context through key texts and themes, including Black History Month (e.g., studying Rosa Parks).
* Improving spelling, grammar, and punctuation through explicit ELS phonic/spelling alignment and purposeful application in writing.
* Planning, drafting, evaluating, and editing work with increasing independence using structured proofreading methods.
* Developing fluent, joined handwriting using LetterJoin mechanics to improve overall presentation and stamina.
 
Pupils write across a range of genres linked directly to high-quality class texts, visual media, and cross-curricular topics to make writing purposeful, engaging, and meaningful.


 




 
 
	Term
	Reading/
Text
	Writing
	Grammar
	Punctuation
	Reading comprehension
VIPERS focus
	Spelling (ELS)
https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/for-school/default

	Transcription handwriting skills - online scheme ‘LetterJoin’
www.letterjoin.co.uk

	Oracy Opportunities:


	Aut 1
	A Squash and a Squeeze
 
 
 
 
The Colour Monster
 
 
 
 
	Diary
 
Character description
 
Narrative retelling
 
Emotion poem
 
Descriptive writing
 
First person narrative
 
 
	Word classes
Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives.
 
Past tense
 
Expanded Noun Phrases
 
Use of ‘and’ to join sentences
 
Use of ‘but’ to show contrast
 
Sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)
	Capital letters
 
Full stops
 
Question Marks
 
Exclamation Marks
 
Speech Marks/inverted commas (Exposure/enrichment only).
 
 
	Vocabulary
 
Inference
 
Prediction
 
Explain
 
Retrieve
 
Sequence
	Common words:
Because, most
 
Vowels and consonants
 
Spellings of sounds:
/ai/
/ee/
/igh/
/oa/
/(y)oo/
/j/ spelled g
/j/ spelled ge
/j/ spelled dge
/n/ spelled kn
/n/ spelled gn
/r/ spelled wr
/ee/ spelled ey
/s/ spelled c
/l/ spelled il
/or/ spelled oor
/igh/ spelled i
/u/ spelled o
/o/ spelled a
/or/ spelled a/al
 
	Size and proportion
 
Letter families
 
Dictation
 
Sequencing sentences
 
Diagonal joins
 
Including ELS spelling words
	Collaborative talk and group discussion.

Structured partner talk

Regular opportunities to share ideas.

Practice listening to a partner and “reporting” back what they heard. (Building on what was said.) 

Sentence scaffolding and sentence stems. 

Access to physical or visual sentence starters ( "I agree with... because..." or "Linking to what X said...") 

Oracy to help them speak in full, grammatically correct sentences. 

Question tennis- games etc. 
Drama, Role-Play and imaginative talk
Character work- hot=seating. practice staying in character and choosing appropriate vocabulary.  Role-Play Scenarios: 
Presenting and Sharing work with an Audience
Opportunities to articulate their ideas to visitors- planned questions.
Before Writing: Speaking aloud what they want to write before picking up a pencil. 
Subject-specific Oracy


	Aut 2
	Catterpillar shoes (film unit) (Link to science – microhabitats)
 
 
Mog’s Christmas
 
 
Firework/bonfire night poetry
	Character description
 
Story recount
 
Non-chronological report
 
Letter
 
Diary
 
Narrative story
 
Persuasive notes
	Word classes  Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives.
 
 
Imperative (bossy) verbs
 
Adverbs:
Using -ly
 
Subordination
 
Co-ordination
 
Suffixes (-er/-est)
 
Similes
 
Past tense
 
Sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)
 
	Capital letters
 
Full stops
 
Question marks
 
Exclamation marks
 
Commas in a list
 
Apostrophes for contractions
 
 
	Vocabulary
 
Inference
 
Prediction
 
Explain
 
Retrieve
 
Sequence
 
	Homophones
 
Spellings of sounds:
/zh/ spelled s
/zh/ spelled si
/ur/ spelled or
/or/ spelled ar
/j/ spelled g
/n/ spelled gn
/s/ spelled c
/j/ spelled ge
/n/ spelled kn
/ee/ spelled ey
/u/ spelled o
/zh/ spelled s/si
/r/ spelled wr
/oo/ spelled o
/h/ spelled wh
/ai/ spelled ea
/j/ spelled dge
/o/ spelled a
/or/ spelled a/al
	Size and proportion
 
Diagonal joins
 
Horizontal joins
 
Size and proportion
 
 
Spacing
	

	Spring 1
	Be More Bernard
 
Little Big People
Rosa Parks (Link to February - Black History month)
	Character description
 
Narrative story
 
Newspaper report
 
Motivational speech
	Word classes  Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives.
 
Expanded noun phrases
 
Coordinating conjunctions
 
Past tense verbs
Focus on regular (-ed)
 
Tense
 
Sentence types
 
Subordination
 
Sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)
	Capital letters
 
Full stops
 
Question marks
 
Exclamation marks
 
Commas in a list
 
Apostrophes for possession
 
Apostrophes for contraction
 
Headings and sub-headings
 
 
	Vocabulary
 
Inference
 
Prediction
 
Explain
 
Retrieve
 
Sequence
	Homophones
 
Spelling of sounds:
/l/ spelled el
/l/ spelled le
/l/ spelled al
/oa/ spelled o
/e/ and /ee/ spelled e
/oa/ spelled o
 
Spelling rules:
Suffix – ed
Suffix – er
Suffix – y
Suffix -est
Suffix -ing
	Size and proportion
 
Horizontal joins
 
Joining tall letters
 
The letter f
 
Capital letter rules
 
	

	Spring 2
	Lots; The Diversity of Life on Earth
 
 
 
The Dark  
	Setting descriptions
 
Diary
 
Acrostic poem
 
Narrative story
 
Non-rhyming poem
 
Weather poem
	Word classes:
Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives.
 
Subordination
 
Adverbs
 
Character speech
 
Similes
 
Expanded noun phrases
 
Sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)
	Capital letters
 
Full stops
 
Question marks
 
Exclamation marks
 
Commas in a list
 
Apostrophes for possession and contraction
 
Speech Marks/inverted commas (Exposure/enrichment only).
 
 
 
	Vocabulary
 
Inference
 
Prediction
 
Explain
 
Retrieve
 
Sequence
	Common words:
People, busy, water, would, should, could
 
Apostrophes for contraction
Apostrophes for possession
 
Spelling rules:
Suffix -ing
Suffix – ed
Suffix -er
Suffix -y
Suffix -est
	Size and proportion
 
Parrallel lines
 
Joining ‘s’
 
Consistent spacing
 
Writing stamina
	

	Summer 1
	The Magic Finger
 
	Instructions
 
Wanted poster/character description
 
Persuasive statement
 
Story recount
 
	Word classes:
Identify and use nouns, verbs and adjectives.
 
Tense consistency
 
Expanded noun phrases
 
Subordination
 
Coordination
 
Third person
 
Similes
 
Sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)
 
 
	Capital letters
 
Full stops
 
Question marks
 
Exclamation marks
 
Commas in a list
 
Apostrophes for possession and contractions
 
 
	Vocabulary
 
Inference
 
Prediction
 
Explain
 
Retrieve
 
	Spelling rules:
Suffix -ment
Suffix -ly
Suffix -less
Suffix -ly
Suffix -ness
	Size and proportion
 
Parallel ascenders
 
Joining ‘s’
 
Spacing
	

	Summer 2
	Flat Stanley  
	Letter writing
 
Postcard
 
Information page/non-fiction report
 
	Sentence types (statements, questions, exclamations and commands)
 
Adverbs
 
Subordination
 
Expanded noun phrases
 
Character speech
 
	Capital letters
 
 
Full stops
 
Question marks
 
Exclamation marks
 
Apostrophes for possession
 
Apostrophes for contractions
 
Commas in a list
	Vocabulary
 
Inference
 
Prediction
 
Explain
 
Retrieve
 
	Common words:
Sugar, eye, again, any, many, beautiful, hour, parents, sure, clothes
 
Spelling rules:
Suffix -ed
Suffix -es
Suffix -er
Suffix -est
Suffix -y
	 
	



