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“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full” (John 10: 10)





DO YOU KNOW WHO IS TALKING TO YOUR CHILD 

ON THE INTERNET TONIGHT?
Dear Parent / Carer, 
Children love using the Internet, they use it in ways many of us find unimaginable for example:

· Blogging

· “Facebooking” their friends

· Playing games

· Downloading music and films (sometimes illegally)

· Chatting

And it’s rumoured some even use it to do their homework!

However, like all technologies using the Internet can present some risks, not only to children and young people, but also to us adults. For example:

· Accidental or deliberate access to obscene, offensive and illegal material

· Risk of contact by those with criminal intentions i.e., paedophiles. CEOP estimate there were over 50,000 individuals in the UK involved with the downloading of child abuse images in 2014. Often these images are provided by children who are blackmailed into sending sexually explicit images or video of themselves.
· Scams and fraud

· Addiction

· Bullying

In a survey of children at school we found that:
· 71% use the Internet in their bedroom 

· 40% have a Facebook profile (even though the permitted age is 13)
· 70% Chat online (often talking to “buddies” they don’t know in the offline world)
· 20% have received a nasty text or email message

· 30% play online games in excess of 2hrs each night (Online games are fast becoming the number 1 threat to children)

· 20% Don’t know who to ask for help if they feel scared or worried
The answer to keeping children and young people safe on the Internet is by educating them how to use it properly and who to report issues to which make them feel threatened or uncomfortable, you wouldn’t let a child cross the road alone without teaching them how to do it safely so why let them loose on the Internet without explaining some of the dangers? 

St Columba’s Catholic Primary School takes Internet safety very seriously and implements many safety features to keep children safe when using the Internet in school; however we do not have any control over how children use the Internet at home or, increasingly, via mobile technologies.
To raise an awareness of some of these risks and to look at how you will be able to help us keep children safe we have arranged a parents session on January 25th 2016 at 2.00pm-3.15pm, where all parents and members of the community are invited to a presentation lasting approximately 1 hour on Internet Safety.
Please note the presentation is not suitable for younger children.
To assist us with this presentation we have invited Jeff Haslam an Independent Internet Safety Advisor. Jeff sits on the education board of the Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP), is a member of the UK Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS) and is a consultant for the UK Safer Internet Centre. Jeff will show how the Internet has changed and the benefits & risks it presents. He will also offer some advice and practical tips on how you can help protect your child when they are using the Internet and who to report problems to.
We do hope you will be able to attend and that between us we can keep our children that much safer.

Comments from previous parent’s evenings:
'A very informative evening with lots of useful advice on how to protect children while they are using the internet'.  

'As a parent, I found the evening made me much more aware of the dangers of the internet and how I could protect my children'.

'I thought I knew the dangers of using the internet, but this was an eye-opener and I found the presentation very valuable and informative'.

I didn’t think my child could be at risk until I came along to the talk. Now I realise that every child is at risk.

Yours Sincerely

Mrs O’Donnell

Please return this reply asap.





I would / would not like to come along to the Internet Safety session on Monday January 25th 2016 at 2.00pm – 3.15pm





Signed








Print Name








Many thanks for your support.








