[bookmark: supporting-children-with-send]🌟 Supporting Children with SEND
[bookmark: Xa07246afa1c84ba64b8d706a3c897274048ecde]St Columba’s Catholic Primary and Nursery School information for parents.

[bookmark: our-commitment]💛 Our Commitment
At St Columba’s, every child is valued and supported to thrive.
We recognise that children come with different strengths and needs, and we provide inclusive, personalised support to help each child succeed.
We work closely with:
· Families

· Skilled school staff

· External professionals
Together, we create the best possible learning experience for every child.

[bookmark: how-do-we-identify-send]🔍 How Do We Identify SEND?
We carefully monitor all children and may identify SEND through:
· Information from nurseries or previous schools

· Slower progress or attainment below expectations

· School assessments and screening tools

· Concerns raised by parents or teachers

· Advice from external professionals









[bookmark: levels-of-support]🧾 Levels of Support
Children receive support based on their individual needs:
[bookmark: ehcp-education-health-and-care-plan]
[bookmark: our-wave-approach]🌊 Our “Wave” Approach
We use a graduated system of support:
[bookmark: X986cf5294a77bdf6b39d6b74329d161334adc51]🟢 Wave 1 – Quality First Teaching (All Children)
· Inclusive, high-quality teaching in every classroom

· Lessons adapted to suit different learning styles

· Visual aids, clear explanations, and engaging activities
· Ordinarily available provision

[bookmark: wave-2-additional-support]🟡 Wave 2 – Additional Support
· Small group interventions for children who need extra help

· Examples:
· Reading, writing, and maths support

· Speech and language activities

· Social skills groups

[bookmark: wave-3-targeted-support]🔵 Wave 3 – Targeted Support
· More personalised support, often 1:1 or small group

· Involvement from specialists (e.g. Educational Psychologist)

· Individual plans created for your child

[bookmark: wave-3-ehcp-support]🟣 Wave 3+ – EHCP Support
· Highly tailored support for children with significant needs

· Includes funding, specialist input, and regular reviews

[bookmark: areas-of-support]🧠 Areas of Support
We support children across four key areas:
[bookmark: cognition-learning]📘 Cognition & Learning
· Support with reading, writing, maths, and memory

· Small group work and 1:1 interventions
Strategies we use in school:
· Differentiated teaching to match ability levels

· Clear modelling of tasks and worked examples

· Use of visual aids (word mats, number lines, working walls)

· Chunking learning into small, manageable steps

· Repetition and overlearning to support memory

· Guided reading and writing support

· Use of ICT to support learning (e.g. Clicker)

· Pre-teaching and revisiting key concepts

· Targeted interventions for reading, writing and maths

· Precision teaching and structured practice

· Additional adult support where needed

[bookmark: communication-interaction]💬 Communication & Interaction
· Help with speech, language, and social communication

Strategies we use in school:
· Visual timetables and now/next/then boards

· Simplified language and clear instructions

· Modelling of speech and correct sentence structures

· Pre-teaching key vocabulary before lessons

· Use of visuals, symbols, and prompts to support understanding

· Additional processing time for responses

· Structured talk opportunities (talk partners, group work)

· Social skills groups and programmes (e.g. Socially Speaking)

· Individual communication targets and support plans

· Support from Speech and Language Therapy where needed

[bookmark: sensory-physical]🧩 Sensory & Physical
· Support with movement, coordination, or sensory needs

Strategies we use in school:
· Sensory circuits and motor skills programmes

· Regular movement breaks to support focus and regulation

· Use of specialist equipment (e.g. pencil grips, wobble cushions, weighted items)

· Fine motor skill activities to support writing and coordination

· Adaptations to classroom environment (seating, space, layout)

· Visual prompts and practical resources to aid independence

· Support with handwriting and posture (e.g. Letter Join)

· Access to outdoor learning and active lessons

· Individual sensory profiles and targeted support plans

· Guidance for parents to support at home where needed






[bookmark: social-emotional-mental-health]❤️ Social, Emotional & Mental Health
· Support for wellbeing, confidence, and behaviour

Strategies we use in school:
· Clear routines and consistent expectations

· Positive behaviour systems and rewards

· Visual timetables and emotion check-ins

· Use of calm spaces or quiet areas when needed

· Nurture groups and social skills support

· Individual behaviour or support plans

· Emotional literacy support (e.g. recognising and managing feelings)

· Access to ELSA, play therapy, and therapeutic interventions

· Support during transitions and unstructured times (e.g. playtimes)

· Close communication with parents and carers

· Referrals to external services where appropriate

[bookmark: working-together]🤝 Working Together
We believe strong partnerships with parents are essential.
We keep you informed through:
· Regular meetings

· Parent consultations

· Ongoing communication
You are always welcome to talk to us about your child’s needs.




[bookmark: our-aim]🌈 Our Aim
To ensure every child:
· Feels happy, safe, and included

· Makes good progress

· Reaches their full potential

If you have any questions or concerns, please speak to your child’s class teacher or the SEND team—we are here to help.
